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Oregon’s Domestic Partnership Law

AlDomestic!Partnership!may!belestablished!by!twolindividuals!of!thelsame!sex!
wholarelatlleast!18lyearsloflage,lat!least!loneloflwhomlislan!Oregon!resident,!and!
wholarelotherwisellegally!lcapableloflconsenting.u

Establishingla!DomesticlPartnershiplaffords!same"sex!couples!alllofithelrights!and!

responsibilities!thatlarelgranted!under!state!law!through!a!marriage!contract.!!

Theselimportant!rights!land!responsibilitieslinclude:!

I" Hospitallvisitation!rightsland!medical!decision"making!for!partners;!

I"  Automatic!parentagelofinon"biologicallparents!for!children!bornlafter!the!Domestic!
Partnershiplislestablished;!

I" Significant!legal'and!financiallobligations!toleach!other;!

I"  Andldissolutionlprovisions!similar!tollegalldivorce.:

Domestic Partnerships are prohibited and void if:
I" Either!party!haslaldifferentllegally"recognized!spouse*;lor!
I" Thelpartieslarelfirst!cousinslorlany!nearer'kin.:

An Oregon court may declare a Domestic Partnership void if:

" Aljudgelfindsleither!party!was!not!ofllegallage!(18);!or!

I"  Waslincapableloflconsenting!due!tolinsufficientlunderstanding;lor!
I" Consent!waslobtained!by!forcelor!fraud.:

anotherl!statelor!country.!

Know Before You Go

I"  Enteringlintolaldomestic!partnership!could'alter!willsland!other!legal!contractslyou!may!have.!Consult!an!attorney!if!!!!
I\ ou'havelconcernslaboutlthis.!
I"  Committed!couples!who!choose!tolenterlintolaldomestic!partnershiplin!lOregonlare!takinglonlvery!serious!legallrights!!

RegiSter! Your!Domestic!Partnership!

withiBasiclRights!Oregon’s! 1

I" Upload!photos!
I"  Sharelthem!with!family!land!friends!

I" Invitelothers!to!make!aldonation!to!Basic!Rights!Oregonlinlhonorloflyour!partnership!
I

(

For!morelinformationl!onlour!Caring!Couples!Registry, visitlwww.basicrights.org!!




You and your partner can register your Domestic
Partnership in any county in Oregon!

The Registration Process

Thelfirst!daylyoulcan!register!your!Domestic!Partnershiplis!!

February!4,'12008.!'/0Oregon’s!Domestic!Partnership!registrylislmanaged!linleach!county!by!the!

County!Clerk’sloffice.!IThislofficelis!locatedlin'thelcounty!seat,!land!thislislwherelyoulandlyour!!

partner!can!filelthelnecessary!paperwork!tolbecomeldomestic!partners.!inlorder'to!registerlyour!

Domestic!Partnership,lyoulwilllneed:!

I

I"  AlDriver’s Licenselorlother!state"issued!ID!withlyour!photo,!date!of!birth,!physicalldescription,!
and!signature.!'For!morelinformation,!go!'to:!

I" Cash tolpay!thelregistration!fee.!!Most!clerk’sloffices!do!notlaccept!checks!and!nonelaccept!
credit!or!debit!cards.!
I

Oncelyoularrive,!theselarelthe!mostllikely!steps!youlwillltake:!
I

1.! Golintolthelofficelandlobtain a Declaration of Domestic Partnership
form.!

See pages 5to 7
for county clerk
contact info and

details on
registration costs!

!

2.! Fill out the form (but!don’tlsignlitlyet).!

!

3.! Locate a Notary Public, sign'the!Declarationlin!his/her!presence,!
and'havelhim/her!notarize!the!/form.!"You!need!ID!forlthis!step,!
and'belprepared'to!pay'alsmalllfeelforthis!service,'between!S1land!S5.!!
Please!notelthat!notaries!may!charge!up'to!S5!per signature,lincluding!

4.! Bring the notarized form back to the clerk’s office and!payl!your!cash!fee.!lYou!may!need!to!
showlyour!ID'again'as!proofloflage.!

!

5. Thelclerk!will'then!signlyour!DeclarationloflDomestic!Partnership!form,!makinglit!legally!valid,!

and!voila,lyoulandlyour!partnerlareldomestically!partnered!!
I

Partnershipleitherlin!person!orlin!the!mail.!This!isINOT!a!legal!document.!

A Note on Name Changes:
To!modifylyour!surname(s),!obtainlalcertified!copy!of!lthe!Declaration!oflDomestic!Partnership!from!
yourlcounty!clerk.!Thislcopylislusually!sent!by!mail.!'Then, ltakelyourlcertified!copy!to!lthe!Department!
ofIMotor!Vehicles!to!lchangelyour!Oregon!Driver’slLicense.!Thelcertified!copy!oflyour!Declaration!of!
Domestic!Partnershiplislallegalldocument.!




Frequently Asked Questions

If my partner and | have participated in a local Domestic Partnership registry

(Portland/Multnomah County, Eugene or Ashland), must we re-register? !
!

YES!-Icouples!participatinglinlallocal!Domestic!Partnership!registry!
should!plan'to!re"registerlunderlthelnew!Domestic!Partnership!law!,!
provided!they!wish!tolassume!morelexpansivellegallrightsland!
responsibilities.IThelexistingllocallregistries!are!symboliclin!!
natureland!conferInollegallrights,'whereas!the!Oregon!Family!

Check out
www.basicrights.org
for a list of the top 25
rights and responsi-
bilities afforded to
domestic partners!

responsibilities!currentlylavailable!to!married!couples.!!
!

If my partner and | entered into a Domestic Partnership
(as is available in California) or a Civil Union (as is available in
Vermont), can we get an Oregon Domestic Partnership? !

!
YES—alcouplelwholenteredlintolalcivillunionlorldomestic!partnership!
inlanother!state!canland!should!file!alDeclaration!of!Domestic!Partnership!
under!Oregon!law.!

My partner and | were married in Massachusetts, Canada or another
country. Would we need to dissolve our previous marriage in order to file a

Domestic Partnership in Oregon?!
|

NO—alcouplelwho!married!in!Massachusetts,!Canada,lor!lanotherlcountry!
does!not!havelto!dissolveltheirlprevious!marriage.!'They!can!and!should!
file!lalDeclarationlof!Domestic!Partnership!under!Oregon!law.

If my Domestic Partner and | travel or move to another state that recognizes
same-sex relationships, will our Oregon Domestic Partnership be valid

there? !
I

another!state!lwould!not!recognizelan!Oregon!Domestic!Partnership.!An!
emergencylsituationllike!thelillness!orlinjurylof!alpartnerlor!child!'would!be!

Coupleslinlthis!situationlare!stronglylencouraged!to!consultlan!attorney.!!



Will Oregon recognize Domestic Partnerships or Civil Unions of other

states?
I

recognizinglsame"sex!marriages!duelto!ConstitutionallAmendment!36,!
thelstate!MAY!belableltolextend!thelrights!landlresponsibilitiesloflan!!!
Oregon!Domestic!Partnership!tolalsame”sex!couple!lwholobtained!legal!
recognitionlinlanother!state!vialDomestic!Partnershiplor!CivillUnion.IThe!
language!of!HB!2007!does!not!explicitly!laddress!this!situation;!the!safest!
routelforlalcouple!seeking!allegally'recognized!relationshiplinlthis!
statelwould!be!to!register!forlan!Oregon!Domestic!Partnership.!

Will my employer be required to start providing health
care to my partner, like they do for married spouses?

Important!
Registering for a
domestic partnership
could have serious
ramifications on your
will and other legal
agreements. Please
consult your attorney.

HB!2007!provides!no!clear!lanswer.!!A!11998!court!

employers!tolextend!health!care!benefits!to!
same"sex!partners.lItlislunclearlwhether!private!!!!

benefitsltolsame"sex!domestic!partners.!!
Although!welbelieveltherelarelstrongllegallarguments!!
that!would!support!such!anlobligation,!some!private!!
employers!mayldenylhealth!benefitslassertinglthe!deniallis!permitted!!
underl!federalllaw.!This!questionllikely!willlbe!resolved!by!the!courts.!IFor!
now,lyoulcan!checkl!thellanguagelinlyourlemployer's!policyland!health!
plan!documentslto!determineliflthelpolicylor!planlalready!extends!!!!
benefits!ltolopposite"sex!/domestic!partners.!!Asklyourlcompany!benefits!
administratorlwhether,lgivenlthelnew!laws,thelcompanylintends!to!!!!
providelsame"sex!partner!benefitslasloflJanuary!1,12008.

Please note that this resource guide is for educational
purposes only and is NOT LEGAL ADVICE. Please consult your
attorney regarding your specific situation.




Contact Information and Fees by County

Baker County Columbia County Deschutes County
Tamera!Green,!County!Clerk! Betty!Huser,!County!Clerk! Nancy!Blankenship,!County!Clerk!
tgreen@bakercounty.org! huserb@co.columbia.or.us! recordings@deschutes.org!
541/523.8207! 503/397.3796! 541/388.6549!
1995!3rd!Street,!Suite!150! 230!Strand!Street! 1300INW!Wall!Street,!Suite!200!
Baker!City,!OR!97814! St.!Helens,IOR!197051! Bend,!OR!97701!
Fee:!1S54,Icashland!locallchecks! Fee:!1S50,!cashlandlin"state!checks! Fee:!lS55,!cashlandlin"statelchecks!
Notary:!Yes,!nolcharge! Notary:!No! Notary:!No!
Benton County Coos County Douglas County
James!Morales,!County!Clerk! TerilTurri,!ICounty!Clerk! BarbaralNielson,!County!Clerk!
bcrec@co.benton.or.us! coosclerk@co.coos.or.us! benielson@co.douglas.or.us!
541/766.6831! 541/396.3121! 541/440.4323!
120!NW!4th!Street! 250!N!Baxter!Street! 1036!SE!Douglas!Street,'/Room!221!
Corvallis,!'OR!197330! Coquille,'OR!97423! Roseburg,!/OR!197470!
Fee:!!1S50,!cashland!checks! Fee:!!1S50,!cashland!checks! Fee:!!1S50,!cashlandlin"state!checks!
Notary:!Yes,!S5!perlsignature! Notary:!Yes,!nolcharge! Notary:!No!
Clackamas County Crook County Gilliam County
Sherry!Hall,!County!Clerk! Dee!Berman,!County!Clerk! Rena!Kennedy,!County!Clerk!
sherryhal@co.clackamas.or.us! Dee.berman@co.crook.or.us! rena.kennedy@co.gilliam.or.us!
503/650.5686! 541/447.6553! 541/384.2311!
2051'Kaen!Road,!2nd!Floor! 300!NE!Third,'Room!23! 221!S!0regon!Street!
Oregon!City,!|OR!I97045! Prineville,!OR!197754! Condon,!OR!97823!
Fee:!1S60,!cashlonly! Fee:!1S60,!cashland!checks! Fee:!1S50,!cashlonly!
Notary:!No! Notary:!Yes,!S5!perlsignature! Notary:!No!
Clatsop Curry County Grant County
Nicole!Williams,!County!Clerk! Renee!Kolen,!County!Clerk! Kathy!McKinnon,!County!Clerk!
clerk@co.clatsop.or.us! kolenr@co.curry.or.us! mckinnonk@grantcounty"or.gov!
503/325.8511! 541/247.3295! 541/575.1675!
820!Exchange!Street,!Suite!220! 29821!Ellenburg!Avenue! 230!Strand!Street!
Astoria,!OR!97103! Gold!Beach,!OR!197444! St.!Helens,IOR!97051!
Pleaselcontact!Clerk!Williams!for!  Fee:!1$50,!cashlor'moneylorder! Fee:!1S50,!cashlandlin"state!checks!
feeland!notarylinformation.! Notary:!No! Notary:!!Notaries!may!belavailable!
inlthelbuilding!

The Declaration of Domestic Partnership form will be available online at http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/chs/index.shtml starting
February 1st, 2008. If you would like to bring your own copy, make sure you print it on legal paper (8.5 x 14)!




Harney County
Mariallturriaga,!County!Clerk!
clerk@co.harney.or.us!
541/573.6641!

450!N!BuenalVista!
Burns,|OR!197720!
Fee:l1S50,!cashlandlin"state!checks!
Notary:!Yes,!Inolcharge!

Hood River County
Leah!Day,!Records!and!Elections!
Clerk!
leah.day@co.hood"river.or.us!
541/386.1442!

601!State!Street!
Hood!River,/OR!97031!
Fee:!1S50,!cashland!checks!
Notary:!INo!

Jackson County
Carmen!Helman,!Deputy!Clerk!
HelmanCD@jacksoncounty.org!
541/774.6152!
10!S!0Oakdale,'Room!216!
Medford,!OR!97501!
Pleaselcontact!Clerk!Helman!for!fee!
and!notarylinformation.!

Jefferson County
Kathy!Marston,!County!Clerk!
kathy.marston@co.jefferson.or.us!
541/475.4451!
66!SE!“D”IStreet,!Suite!C!
Madras,!|OR197741!
Pleaselcontact!Clerk!Marstonlfor!
feelandInotarylinformation!

Josephine County
Georgette!Brown,!County!Clerk!
clerk@co.josephineor.us!
541/474.5240!
500!NW!Sixth!Street!
Grants!Pass,!OR!97526!
Fee:!11S50"S60,!cashlandlin"state!
checks!

Notary:!INo!

Klamath County
Linda!Smith,!County!Clerk!
Ismith@co.klamath.or.us!
541/883.5134!
305!Main!Street!
Klamath!Falls,!'OR!197601!
Fee:!1S57.75,Icash!
Notary:!Yes,!Inolcharge!

Lake County
Stacie!Geaney,!County!Clerk!
sgeaney@co.lake.or.us!
541/947.6006!

513!Center!Street!
Lakeview,!OR!97630!
Pleaselcontact!Clerk!Geaney!forlfee!
and!notarylinformation!

Lane County
Annette!Newingham,!County!Clerk!
Annette.Newingham@co.lane.or.us!
541/682.3653!

125!East!8th!Avenue!
Eugene,!OR!97401!
Fee:!11S50"$60,!cashlandlin"state!
checks!

Notary:!INo!

Lincoln County
Gail!Bradshaw!
GBradshaw@co.lincoln.or.us!
541/265.4131!
225!W!0live!Street!
Newport,!OR!I97365!
Fee:!1S60,!cash!!

Notary:!INo!

Linn County
Steven!Druckenmiller,!County!Clerk!
sdruckenmiller@co.linn.or.us!
541/967.3831!

300!4th!Avenue!SW!
Albany,!OR!97321!

Fee:!1S50,!cash!!
Notary:!es,!S5!perlsignature!

Malheur County
Deborah!Delong,!County!Clerk!
ddelong@malheurco.org!
541/473.5151!
2511“B”IStreet!West,!Courthouse!
Suite!4!

Vale,!OR!97918!
Fee:!1$60,!cashlor'moneylorder!
Notary:!!Inlbuilding,!S1!perlsignature!

Marion County
Bill'Burgess!County!Clerk!
clerk@co.marion.or.us!
503/588.5225!
100'High!Street!NE,'Room!#1331!
Salem,!OR!97301!
Please!contact!Clerk!Burgess!forlfee!
and!notarylinformation.!

Morrow County
Bobbie!Childers,!County!Clerk!
bchilders@co.morrow.or.us!
541/676.5604!
100!S!Court!Street,!Suite!102!
Heppner,!OR!97836!
Please!contact!Clerk!Childers!for!
feeland!notarylinformation.!

Multnomah County
Mike!Watson,!Customer!Services!!!!
Supervisor!
At"webmaster@co.multnomah.or.us!
503/988.3027!(MarriagelLicense!&!
DomesticlPartnershiplinformation)!
501!SE!Hawthorne!Blvd,!Suite!175!
Portland,!OR!97214!
Fee:!1$60,!cashlor'moneylorder!
Notary:!No!

Polk County
Valerie!lUnger,!County!Clerk!
unger.valerie@co.polk.or.us!
503/623.9217!
850!Main!Street!
Dallas,/OR!97338!
Fee:!1S50,!cashland!checks!
Notary:!Yes,!nolcharge!



Sherman County Union County Washington County

Debbie!Hayden,!Chief!Deputy!Clerk! Robin!Church,!County!Clerk! Sally!Myers,!Supervisorlof!Washing"
dhayden@sherman'county.com! clerk31@union"county.org! ton!County!Recorders!Office!
541/565.3606! 541/963.1006! Sally_Meyers@co.washington.or.us!
500!Court!Street! 1001!4th!Street,!Suite!D! 503/846.8752!

Moro,!OR!97039! La!Grande,!OR!97850! 155!N!First!Avenue,!Suite!130!
Fee:'lUnknown,!cashlandlin"state!  Fee:!!S50,!cash'andlin"statelchecks! Hillsboro,!OR!97124!

checks! Notary:!!No! Fee:!!S60,!cashlandlin"state!checks!
Notary:!Yes,!nolcharge! Notary:!No!

Tillamook County Wallowa County Wheeler County
TassilO’Neil,!County!Clerk! Dana!Roberts,!County!Clerk! BarbaralS.!Sitton,!County!Clerk!
toneil@co.tillamook.or.us! wcclerk@co.wallowa.or.us! bsitton@ncesd.k12.or.us!
503/842.3402! 541/426.4543! 541/763.2400!

201!'Laurel!'Avenue! 101!SIRiver!Street,'Room!100! 701'Adams!Street,'Room!204!
Tillamook,!OR!197141! Enterprise,!OR!97828! Fossil,!IOR!197830!

Fee:!1S50,!cash!! Pleaselcontact!Clerk!Roberts!forlfee! Pleaselcontact!Clerk!Sitton!for!fee!
Notary:!No! andInotarylinformation.! andInotarylinformation.!
Umatilla County Wasco County Yamhill County
Jean!Henphill,!Chief!Records!Clerk! Karen!LeBreton!Coats,!County!Clerk! Jan!Coleman,!County!Clerk!
jeanh@co.umatilla.or.us! karenl@co.wasco.or.us! colemanj@co.yamhill.or.us!
541/278.6236! 541/506.2530! 503/434.7518!
216!SE!4th!Street,'Room!108! 511!Washington!Street,'/Room!201! 414INE!Evans!Street!
Pendleton,!OR!97801! The!Dalles,!OR!97058! McMinnville,!'OR!197128!
Fee:!1S50,!cash!! Fee:!1S50,!cash!! Fee:!1S50,!cash!!
Notary:!Yes,!S5!perlsignature! Notary:!No! Notary:!No!

Next Steps for Basic Rights Oregon

Although!welmanaged!to!successfully!defeatlourloppositionlinlcourt!land!get!thelimplementation!of!Oregon’s!
DomesticlPartnership!Law!backlon'track,'as!welknow!from!pastlexperiences!this!battlelis!far!from!lover.!'Our!!
oppositionlhaveltwolavenueslavailable!to!them!to!reverse!this!win;!they!can!take!theirllegallcaselto!the!Ninth!
Circuit!Courtlof!Appealslor!theylcan!filelinitiativelpetitions!to!repeallthe!domesticlpartnership!law!AND!the!non"

discrimination!law...or!theylcan!do!both,land!that’s!'what!they'havelvowed'to!do.!
I

Welcertainly!havelallot!to!celebrate,!but!'we!cannot!letlourlvictories!fosterlcomplacency.!!Now!Oregonlislalfairer!
and!morelequallstate,!but!we!Oregonians'know!how!quickly!the!lweather!can!change.!

I
Welmustlremainlvigilant!and!protect!our!'new!laws,!and!to!do!that,!we!need!YOUR!help!!'To!getlinvolved,!calllus!
at!503/222.6151 orlvisitlwww.basicrights.org!for!moreldetails.!lYourltimelandleffortslarelinvaluable,'whetherlit!
belphone"banking,!doing!officelwork,'hostinglalhouse!party,lor!simply!makinglalcontribution.!

I

Remember,!we’veldonelourlwork!to!make!domestic!partnershipsland!statewide"antidiscrimination!alreality.!!
Nowllet’sldolour!work!tolkeep!them!that!way!!

Latest Update: February 13th, 2008



