Data Analysis

In 2006, 38.8% of eighth graders and 31.1% of eleventh graders report having been
harassed at school or on their way to or from school in the previous 30 days. White
students report a slightly lower frequency of harassment — 37.9% of eighth graders and
30.3% of eleventh graders. And over the five years of data examined, reports of
harassment among Asian students have fluctuated above and below the average.

However, reports of harassment are substantially higher for several racial and ethnic
minority groups.

Among American Indian or Alaska Native students, 41.2% of eighth graders and
43.3% of eleventh graders report harassment. For eighth graders, this a 3% higher
rate than that reported by white students. For eleventh graders, it is 13% higher.

Among African American students, 49.7% of eighth graders and 35.7% of eleventh
graders report harassment. For eighth graders, this a 12% higher rate than that
reported by white students. For eleventh graders, it is 5.5% higher.

Among Latino students, 43% of eighth graders and 39.5% of eleventh graders report
harassment. For eighth graders, this a 5% higher rate than that reported by white
students. For eleventh graders, it is 9% higher.

Among Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander students, fully 61.4% of eighth
graders and 41.2% of eleventh graders report harassment. For eighth graders, this a
23.5% higher rate than that reported by white students. For eleventh graders, it is
11% higher.
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Moreover, while overall reports of harassment in Oregon schools have generally declined
over the past five years, this racial disparity remains stark and shows no signs of decreasing.

While the racial disparity for American Indian or Alaska Native eighth graders has
shrunk from 7% to 3% since 2001, it has risen from 7% to 13% for eleventh graders.

The converse is true for African American students: the racial disparity has shrunk
from 11% to 5.5% for eleventh graders but risen from 7% to 12% for eighth graders.

In 2001, Latino eighth graders reported 1% less harassment than white students.
But in 2006 they reported 5% more harassment than white students. Eleventh
grade Latino students continue to report roughly 9% more harassment than white
students.

The substantial increase in reports of harassment among Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander is an alarming finding of this study. In 2001, eighth graders in this
community reported just 4.5% more harassment than their white counterparts. But
by 2006, this had risen to 23.5% more reports of harassment. In 2001, eleventh
graders in this community reported 6% more harassment than white students. By
2006, this differential had grown to 11%.
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The Achievement Gap for Students of Color

As evidenced previously, reporting of harassment and bullying by students of color is
significantly higher than that of their white peers. The students who experience high rates
of bullying and harassment also drop out of high school at higher rates. This hostile school
climate takes its toll, reflected in the significant difference in the achievement and
participation in post-secondary education among racial and ethnic minority groups. And
those who do graduate and go on to college are less likely to complete their degree.

The demographics of Oregon’s population are changing rapidly. Between April 2000 and
July 2007 communities of color have grown rapidly in Oregon in comparison to the white
population. For example, while the population of white residents in Oregon increased 8.2%
over this 7 year period, the Asian population increased by 31% and the African American
population increased by 26%2.

Yet while Oregon has become more diverse, we still have a persistent and enduring
achievement gap for students of color. The high school graduation rate is one example of
this dynamic. In 2006-2007, 3.5% of white students dropped out of school. Among African
American students, the dropout rate was 7.1%; for Latino students, 7.6%; and for American
Indian students, 6.5%.>

Oregon Dropout Rates
Grades 9-12 (2006-2007)
All students 4.2%
White 3.5%
African American 7.1%
Latino 7.6%
Asian / Pacific Islander 3.0%
American Indian / Alaskan Native 6.5%

Several factors contribute to this achievement gap. Among these are family income, school
funding, English proficiency and access to educational resources. We also know from
national data that one in ten students who drop out of school do so because of repeated,
unchecked bullying and harassment. * Knowing this, we can say confidently that the racial
disparity in harassment that is outlined in this report is a contributing factor to the higher
dropout rates among students of color.

? State of Oregon Governor’s Recommended Budget, and US Census Bureau
? Oregon State Department of Education.
* Weinhold & Weinhold, 1998



Moreover, these disparities do not stop once students graduate from Oregon high schools —
they continue into post-secondary education. Students of color graduate at noticeably
lower rates than white students. >

Oregon University System Graduation Rates

Race / Ethnicity Graduation Rate
White 61.2%
African American 44.7%
Latino 53.7%
Asian / Pacific Islander 56.6%
American Indian / Alaskan Native | 46.4%

> Oregon University System, Student Participation and Completion Committee, January 2009.
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Ending Bullying Against Youth of Color in Oregon

Reducing bullying and ending the constant targeting of youth of color must be an ongoing
priority for Oregon schools and families. There is no quick and easy fix. But studies show
that effective anti-bullying policies and programs can reduce bullying by fifty percent.6

The Oregon Students of Color Coalition knows that change is necessary and can be
successful in improving the experiences of students of color in Oregon schools. The changes
include:

e Creating explicit anti-bullying policies that protect students based on identity
categories like race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, national origin or religion

e Mandatory training of students, teachers and staff around bullying and harassment
policies

e Recruitment of counselors of color in Oregon schools

e Constructive engagement and rehabilitation programs for students who bully and
harass other students

e Engagement of parents
e Development of peer to peer counseling programs

e Implementation of programs that reduce conflict between students

We look forward to working with the Legislature, the Oregon Department of Education and
the Oregon University System to develop and implement these policies.

% National Youth Violence Prevention Resource Center, http://www.safeyouth.org/scripts/faq/bullying.asp
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APPENDIX - Oregon Healthy Teens Survey Data (2001 — 2006)

Eighth Graders who report having been harassed at school
(Or on the way to or from school) in the past 30 days (percent)

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
All students 51.8 51.1 48.1 43.9 42.8 38.8
American Indian or Alaskan Native 58.9 61.7 54.4 54.7 50.8 41.2
Asian 51.7 51.5 48.7 42.7 40.6 37.5
Black or African American 58.9 58.9 54.9 52.7 40.8 49.7
Hispanic or Latino 50.8 52.1 47.8 44.5 41.7 43
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 56.3 53.7 57.5 45.2 36.1 61.4
White 51.9 51 48.3 43.8 43.6 37.9
Eleventh Graders who report having been harassed at school
(or on the way to or from school) in the past 30 days (percent)
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
All students 46 42.2 41.2 36.9 35.1 31.1
American Indian or Alaskan Native 51.7 40.8 42.6 43.4 43.6 43.3
Asian 43.2 42.1 43.1 44.3 42.9 28.8
Black or African American 55.2 49.3 48.1 39.1 47.7 35.7
Hispanic or Latino 53.7 47.9 46.2 39.8 39.6 39.5
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 50.3 45.6 54.6 39.5 45.2 41.2
White 44.4 41.7 40.8 36.3 33.9 30.3
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